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The Expositor's Greek Testament. Edited by W. Robertson 
Nicoll, M.A., LL.D. Complete in 5 vols. Vol. I : The 
Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke, by Rev. 
Professor Alexander Balmain Bruce ; and The Gospel of 
John, by Rev. Professor Marcus Dods, D.D. London : 
Hodder & Stoughton ; New York : Dodd, Mead & Co. Pp. 
viii + 872. Cloth, $7.50. 

This monumental work upon the New Testament is expected, 
when completed in five volumes, to be a new Alford, in that it is 
expected to do for today's clergymen what Alford did for those of his 
generation. In the present volume we have a running commentary 
upon the synoptists by Professor Bruce, and upon the fourth gospel 
by Professor Dods, to which are prefixed somewhat full Introductions. 
The deficiencies, as well as the excellencies, of the work are not such 
as to be overlooked. That which is above all to be wondered at is 
the use of the Textus Receptus. It is true that variant readings are 
given, together with some manuscript evidence, but it is altogether 
surprising that two such scholars as Professors Bruce and Dods should 
have lent their names to such textual retrogression. One wonders 
whether such a course argues a reaction in England against Westcott 
and Hort in favor of Scrivener — a development which, if actually the 
case, would be surprising to American scholars. Another deficiency 
is to be seen in the Introduction of the fourth gospel. In many par- 
ticulars this Introduction is admirable, and it would be hard to better 
it for compact presentation of the external and internal evidences for 
a Johannine origin of the gospel. That which, however, is surprising 
is that Professor Dods should have so summarily disposed of that 
theory which puts the gospel on a par with the gospel of Mark ; that 
is, composed of genuine apostolic material worked over by a disci- 
ple. The commentary furnished by Professor Dods is marked by 
exactness and painstaking, although the limits set by the character of 
the book make it a series of footnotes to the text, and occasionally 
appear irksome. Professor Bruce in his Introduction to the synoptic 
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gospels has given an admirable summary of the present status of the 
synoptic problem, and presents his own view with his usual frankness. 
It is clear that, as he says, the commentary is a labor of love, but at 
the same time it also is clear that, far more than Professor Dods, he 
suffers from the limitation put upon him by the nature of the book. 
In many particulars his commentary is very satisfactory. It is flowing 
and illuminating, but, at the same time, Professor Bruce is not pre- 
eminently an exegete, and his notes are commentary rather than a suc- 
cession of careful studies upon the words and thought of the gospels. 

While we thus admit the existence of weak points in this work, it 
is by no means to be inferred that it is not to be of service to min- 
isters who wish to use the Greek text, and who do not care at the 
same time to plunge into discussions ; who want results rather than 
processes. It was the mission of Alford, and doubtless will be that of 
the present work, to furnish such a link between the Greek Testament 
and scientific commentaries. Whether, as a whole, it will quite rank 
with Alford remains to be seen, but, in the meantime, it is satisfactory 
to have in such compass the opinions of Professors Bruce and Dods 
upon the words of our Lord. 

A word of regret may perhaps be allowed that the publishers, who 
have furnished the reader such a beautiful page, should allow the 
binder to give the book such a gaudy cover. S. M. 



A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles to the Ephe- 
sians and to the Colossians. By Rev. T. K. Abbott, B.D., 
D.Litt., formerly Professor of Biblical Greek, now of 
Hebrew, Trinity College, Dublin. ["The International 
Critical Commentary."] New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 
1897. Pp. lxv+315. $2.50. 

Five volumes have now appeared upon books of the New Testa- 
ment in "The International Critical Commentary Series," so that we 
have become accustomed to the general characteristics of this impor- 
tant set of works. It has become understood that no minister 
should rest content until he has these new commentaries at his elbow; 
there are few books which can be as highly recommended. And many 
a Bible student, without a theological training but with a desire for 
knowledge that will lead him through the heavier professional litera- 
ture, will glean rich harvests from the study of these technical 
volumes. 



